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Casey Anthony Murder Case
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Like many other popular attractions in Orlando, the Casey Anthony trial requires
tickets. Hundreds of people show up each day to watch the murder case unfold. But
only those who arrive well before 8 a.m. and wait in June swelter can get a pass
allowing them into the soaring, chilly top-floor courtroom where Anthony is trying
to avoid the death penalty.
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Anthony is accused of murdering her 2-year-old, Caylee, in 2008. In December of

that year,_investigators found parts of the girl's duct-taped corpse near Anthony's
parents' home. Bugs and vegetation had colonized the remains, which had been

mped roughly six months earlier.
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And yet virtually no one doubts that Anthony was involved in her child's death. In

fact, her lawyer admits that Anthony knew how her daughter's body would be

disposed of. Few legal experts watching the proceedings expect her to get off. So

why has this case become the O.J. Simpson trial of the new decade?
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Casey Anthony is a tenacious liar. Her defense team isn't disputing most of her

deceptions, which began not long after Caylee went missing three years ago. When

sheriff's deputies first questioned Anthony, in July 2008, she said that because she

worked at Universal Studios (a lie) she employed a nanny to care for Caylee

(another lie). That nanny, she said — a woman named Zenaida

Fernandez-Gonzalez — had stolen her child. This was a fantastic lie, as no such
person existed.
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The case might have run its tabloid course relatively under the radar if the

fraudulent story line hadn't changed. But last month, when the murder _trial against
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Anthony began, she and her attorney Jose Baez radically altered the script. They
said Anthony had lied for so long in order to cover up a family tragedy: Caylee had
accidentally drowned in her grandparents' pool. Baez said Casey didn't reveal the
truth because she was scared of her father George Anthony — who, Baez alleged,
had begun molesting Casey when she was 8.
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George Anthony, 59, a tanned, white-haired former cop who shows up with his wife
most days at the trial, has denied the accusation. "When | heard that today," he said
in court, "it hurt really bad." The prosecution has chipped away at the drowning
theory by showing that Casey didn't seem upset in the days following the supposed
accident. A local tattoo artist, Bobby Williams, testified that on July 2, 2008, about
two weeks after Caylee was last seen alive, Anthony entered the shop where he
works and requested new ink. She was specific about what she wanted: the phrase
"Bella Vita" (Italian for "beautiful life"). As he tattooed Casey, Williams said, she
happily chatted on the phone.
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From a legal perspective, the case against Anthony is astonishingly weak. Before it
rested its case June 15, the state could present only a ragbag of circumstantial bits
of evidence against her. Her fingerprints weren't found on the body or on the duct

tape over Caylee's mouth and nose. No eyewitnesses ever saw Casey hurt Caylee,
and the defense is sure to call witnesses who will testify that mother and daughter
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were close.
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The prosecution is relying mostly on evidence found in an Anthony family Pontiac
Sunfire that Casey used to drive. Casey abandoned the car about two weeks before
Caylee was reported missing. When George Anthony got the car back, he said the
trunk carried an overpowering stench of decomposing flesh. He testified that he had
smelled dead bodies when he was a cop and that the smell is something "you never
forget." A controversial new smell test developed by crime researchers at Oak
Ridge National Laboratory showed that the odor almost certainly came from a body,
not from a bag of garbage (as Anthony's attorney has said). The prosecution also
has a single strand of hair from the trunk, but it cannot say for certain whether that
hair belonged to Caylee or to another Anthony family member. Tests suggesting
that the hair came from a decomposing body are not conclusive.
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But even if the body was in the car, isn't that consistent with Casey's story, that she
and her father panicked and disposed of the body after Caylee drowned in the pool?
And about that tattoo: what if Bella Vita is a description not of the good life Casey
believed she would have after her troublesome daughter was dead but of the
"beautiful life" that had just been taken from her?
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Wouldn't Casey abandon her car after she had to use it to hide her daughter's corpse?
Wouldn't she bury her daughter with the girl's Winnie the Pooh blanket, all the
better to comfort the little body? Wouldn't she have to keep up appearances after
the accident by going out with friends to bars? Wouldn't she text her boyfriend, "I'm
the dumbest person and the worst mother. | honestly hate myself"?
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Well, maybe. You have to squint really hard to bring the defense case into focus. It
could ultimately crumble because of the overreaching, virtually unprovable
accusation that George molested Casey. In court, the prosecution played hours of
tapes from 2008 visits by George and Cindy to see Casey in jail. During one visit,
Casey told her father, "You've been a great dad and the best grandfather." The
defense could argue that she said those words because she was frightened of him
and knew that police were taping the visit. But her many deceptions won't incline
jurors to give her the benefit of the doubt.
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l.unfold FEB ~ R (V)

2.swelter zfﬁm ~ REY(n)

3.soar £ (v)

4.death penalty =] (n.)

5.be accused of ...... B4 i (v, phr)

6.murder %i&gﬁc (n.) (v)

7.investigator ﬁﬁg‘ I (n)
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8.corpse %d%g (n.)

9.remain Ty%‘?’{ . %'Jﬁ%ﬁﬁy’? (n.)
10.dump =3 ~ i (V)

11.be involved in...... HWRSEH I (v. phr)
12.dispose of = & (v.)
13.proceedings K #{5ER (n.)
14.tenacious FF@E}EU (adj.)
15.deception ﬁ%% ~ HiER ()
16.sheriff’s deputy E'J%T;% (n.)
17.employ '&*| (v.)

18.nanny =7 (n.)

19.tabloid "} (n.)

20.trial against ... &%~ UK 2] (n. phr.)
21.attorney FHFEEIT (n.)
22.cover up F#E ~ EEF (v.)
23.drowned 3359 (adj.)
24.molest AB ~ BRI (v.)
25.accusation ?‘F’[ﬂ:’ (n.)
26.prosecution {é_li% (n.)

27.chip away #£H# (v. phr.)
28.testify HUEE[ESE (V)
29.perspective %EE’!,‘ (n.)
30.circumstantial evidence [ &< (n.)
31.fingerprint }JF’U’??
32.eyewitness [1E: * 55 (n.)
33.evidence FE#< (n.)

34.stench gL (n.)
35.decompose 53 i ~ FET¥ (v.)
36.squint A[PEIZL (v.)
37.crumble b)ﬁi (v.)
38.unprovable Z f¢E5HHAY (adj.)
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ﬁ%t 1 : John Cloud, “Casey Anthony Murder Case Became the Social-Media Trial of the
Century,” in Times Magazine, 2011/6/16.
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,2077969,00.html Final Access: 2011/7/7.
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